CHAPTER  FOURTEEN
THIS, then, is the story of Armen Karo, told me in the
lounge of our hotel that night.
In 1895 the continual massacres of Armenians in Turkey,
carried out at the order of Abdul Hamid, culminated in
a devastating deportation and slaughter of three hundred
thousand men, women and children. This news caused
a wave of horror to spread over Europe; but nowhere was
the tragedy realized so keenly as amongst the little com-
munities of Armenian students in different parts of France
and Switzerland.
At this time Armen Karo, then only seventeen years
of age, was pursuing his studies at Nancy. The news of
the massacre stirred him to a frenzy and, gathering several
of his compatriots together, he wrote in their name to the
Central Office of the Dashnakzutoun pledging them-
selves to the cause of revenge. The Central Office invited
the young men to Geneva, and there the plan of campaign
was discussed in full detail. Two plans were examined.
The first was to prepare an armed force in Egypt and
proceed to Zeitoun via Cyprus. The second was to raise
insurrections in certain strategically advantageous parts of
Turkey, and notably Constantinople itself. After much
discussion the first plan was dropped, and organizers were
sent to various parts of Turkey to arrange matters.
182